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EDITORIAL 


1ne recent Federal Meeting at Wagga is indicative of the growing strength 
and spirit of the Rolls Royce Owners' Club in Australia. 


The attendance at Wag:a Wagga was large and the mood was one of friend- 
liness and good cheer, The event can well be compared to a ricnic race 
meeting, in that it is obviousiy climbing rapidly in the memhers' scale of social 
events.’ Organisation and sacrifices sre involved in attending such a meeting 
far in excess of what is normally required, and yet the Annual ‘vent is most 
popular. 


To allow more South Anstralians to attend the next Federal meeting is to 
be held at Mildura, and from reports, the South Australian's are already busy 
to ensure its success. Even though a greater distance is involved, New South 
Wales seems keen to send as many members as to Wagga Wagga though perhaps in 
fewer cars. 


With enthusiam such as this, the Club can be expected to grow in stature 
in the eyes of members and set a standard for all other motor clubs. 


Harry Markoff's 1915, 3 AD and Jim Cooper's 1914, 40 YR. 
These were two of the six Silver Ghosts, which took part 
in the Barossa Valley Veteran Car Rally, last April. 
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THE CRANKSHAFT DAMPER 


by C. W. MORTON 


Reproduced by kind permission of Rolls-Royce News Lid. 


YHNHE outstanding success of the 
I Silver Ghost, right from its incep- 
tion in 1907, may in retrospect appear 
to have been the result of a flash of 
brilliant design inspiration by Royce, 
but a careful delving into the technical 
history of the 1903 to 1906 period reveals 
in no uncertain way how much of this 
success was due to careful and logical 
development work put into the earlier 
cars—the 10 hp 2 cylinder, 15 hp 3 


SLIPPER FLYWHEELS 


being described as a ‘mechanic’) arrived 
at the same solution to his problem, by 
his own special methods, as did one of 
the most eminent scientists of the day. 


The grouping of cylinders (3 blocks 
of 2) on the 30 hp 6 cylinder Rolls-Royce 
of 1905 and 1906 gave an over-long 
crankshaft which suffered from consider- 
able torsional oscillation. | have dis- 
cussed this with a number of older hands, 
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Henry Royce’s friction slipper flywheel. 


cylinder, 20 hp 4 cylinder and 30 hp 6 
cylinder. 


This gives us an insight into Royce’s 
careful and intuitive methods and his 
powers of observation and deduction 
when applied to the investigation of the 
many problems with which he was faced. 


The example we have chosen, the 
inertia damper or ‘slipper flywheel’ 
fitted to the Ghost (the first application 
of this principle ever to be fitted to any 
car), is of special interest. It reveals how 
Henry Royce, who never claimed any 
eminence as a scientist (he insisted on 


and their stories, taken in conjunction 
with the outcome of personal research, 
lead to the following conclusions. 


The torsional oscillation of the long 
crankshaft produced severe timing gear 
rattle, which was first tackled by fitting 
a fixed flywheel on the nose of the 
crankshaft, of 27 lb. weight and 14” in 
diameter. The inertia of a flywheel of 
this weight and diameter soon caused 
fatigue failure of the crankshaft, of 
which we have three recorded instances 
(the first one on No.23675 on 20.2.06). 
The weight of the front flywheels was 
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reduced on all cars so fitted, to either 
16} or 14 Ibs, and this gave some im- 
provement in the gear rattle without 
causing fatigue failure of the crankshaft. 


One one cer the rear flywheel also was 
reduced (to 54 lbs) and test-reported as 
satisfactory. 

Now comnes the interesting bit! Royce, 
whilst experimenting with these flywheels, 
made a valuable discovery, quite by 
accident (aided, of course, by his out- 
standing powers of observation and 
deduction). 


One of these 30 hp 6's proved to be 
exceptionally free from timing gear 
rattle. On stripping the engine front to 
find out why, Royce discovered that the 
securing nut was not fully tight, and this 
had permitted a limited amount of 
flywheel movement (by wearing the key 
and keyway) under the influence of this 
crankshaft oscillation. He thus stumbled 
upon the principle of the friction slipper 
flywheel (or “inertia damper’) a device 
which he subsequently fitted to all his 
car engines from the Silver Ghost 
onwards. 


It is of interest to note that the great 
engineer and scientist F. W. Lanchester, 
had arrived at the same solution by pure 
scientific deduction, and furthermore he 
quickly patented the idea. 


When he learned of the inertia damper 
fitted to the Silver Ghost, Lanchester 
approached Royce regarding infringe- 
ment, but after some initially heated 
negotiation, it became clear that Royce’s 
cars so fitted were in the hands of 
customers before the filing of the 
Lanchester patents. Thus these patents 
could have been invalidated had Rolls- 
Royce been so minded. 


These negotiations were protracted, 
spreading over from 1907 to 1911 and, 
during the course of them, good relations 
were established between Royce and 
Lanchester, born no doubt of mutual 
interests and respect. It was finally 
agreed to let the Lanchester patents go 
unchallenged and for Rolls-Royce to 
have the free use of them. 


It was clear that the same thing could 
quite easily occur again, and to avoid 
any such recurrence Rolls-Royce en- 
gaged a patent engineer in order to 
safeguard all new ideas embodied in 
Rolls-Royce cars from this time onward 
and later on aero engines. 


THE ROLLS ROYCE AUTOMATIC GEARROX 
(a description of operation) 
by David Davis 
The new Rolls-Royce gearbox is made under licence from General Motors, 

The theory of operation of an epicyclic unit of gears and their hydraulic 
change in this box bears examination. The arrangement of gears is such that 
they are in constant mesh or engaged at all times, as opposed to the gerr box 
we know, where we select a gear we want and use it only until another is 
reruired, The epicyclic errangement is rather like a ball bearing in that 
there is a centre gear, called the sun gear, around which run three smaller 
gears held at ecual distances from each other around the sun gear, in o carrier, 
These three small gears are called the plenet gears and their carrier, the 
planet carrier. These gears and their carrier act in the same way as the ball 
bearing. Just as the bell bearing has a cover and a large track in which to 
run, so too has the epicyclic unit. The planet gears run in an outer gear 
called the annulus gear. Summing up, the arrangement is such that the planet 
gears in their carrier run inside the annulus or outer gear and outside the sun 
gear or centre gear, at one and the same time, 


AMMULUS GEAR 


Fig. 2.EPICYCLIC GEAR TRAIN. 


A series of propositionswill explain how the enicyclic unit can be used 
for a gear box. Suppose the centre gear were driven hy the engine, the 
planet gears would rotate outside the sun gear and inside the annulus or outer 
gear and no power would be transmitted through the unit. It would be in 
neutral, Suppose now that the sun or centre gear were driven by the engine 
but the planet gear carrier and annulus or outer gear, were locked together, 
the result would be that the whole unit would rotate at the same speed as the 


driven gear, the sun gear, The unit would transmit the drive of the sun gear 
direct. 


Suppose now thet the sun gear were driven, the planet carrier held 
stationary, the annviua or outer gear would move in the same direction as the 
sun gear but at a reduced rate or at a different ratio to the driven gear, 

If in this circumstan::, the planet carrier were released and the annulus or 


outer gear neld, then tine planet carrier would rotate in reverse relative to 
the sun gear and at a reduced speed, 


So from one epicyclic unit with the centre or sun gerr driven, four 
different results can be had:= 1. neutral, both planet carrier and annulus 
running free. 2. direct drive, planet carrier and annulus locked together, 
3. reduced ratio, resulting from holding stationary the planet carrier, 


4, reverse at a reduced ratio by holding stationary the annulus, 
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In order to obtain the gear rattos required, Rolls Royce have fitted 
their eutomatic box with two main epicyclic units, one behind the other and 
capable of being coupled. The front unit is capable of direct drive and a 
reduction of 1.45/1. The rear unit has direct drive and a reduction 6f 
2,63/1 (both are capable of neutral and reverse of course). From this 
two-unit combination, four ratios and reverse are obtainable thus:— 
lst gear. Both units in reduction produces a ratio of 3.82/1, 
2nd gear. The front‘unit is in direct drive and the rear unit is in 
reduction producing a ratio of 2.63/1, 

3rd gear. The front unit is put into reduction and the rear unit into 
direct drive giving a ratio of 1.45/1. 

4th gear. Both units are in direct drive producing a ratio of 1/1. 


Reverse, The reversal of motion takes place in the rear unit and a 
further unit is used to give a reduction of 4.3/1. 
Neutral, All units are allowed to run free, 


In this gear box, change of gear is automatic and hydraulically operated, 
The automatic gear change is effected through a changing ratio of oil pressures. 
The basic lavout incorporates en oil pump driven at engine speed and this pump 
feeds two seporeate systems of piping. No.1 system is fed at full pump pressure. 
The same pump feeds the other system, No.2 system, too but in this second system 
a governor valve is incorporated and this governor valve is operated at rord 
wheel speed. Its function is such that when the car is stationary it allows no 
oil from the engine speed pressure pump to pass it, but as the speed of the car 
increases the valve allows a proportionate pressure of oil past it. 


These two systems, No.1 and No.2, meet at valves which operate bands and 
clutches, which carry out the various holdings and releasings of the epicyclic 
units and so change the gear ratios. These valves are much like a double- 
headed piston in a cylinder so that one system can exert pressure on one end and 
the other on the opposite end of the piston, The relative pressures of the 
two systems cause the piston to move and thus activate the gear change mechanism. 


Fo r example, with the motor running and the car stationary, the ratio of 
the pressures on the gear change valves is engine speed pressure to nil. 
This causes one valve to move, which selects first gear. When the car has 
reached, say, six miles per hour, the ratio of the pressures will then be 
engine speed pressure to wheel speed pressure at six miles per hour, which will 
cause the first gear valve to move back to its original position and so release 
first gear. This particu:ar ratio of pressures causes another valve to move 
and thus second gear is selected. A co-ordinating valve ensures the smooth 
and proper operation and sequence of these shifts. The operation of selection 
of third gear and fourth gear is of a similar nature. The ratio of oil 
pressures in top gear will theoretically be 1/1. This system works in reverse 
as well and so provides a completely automatic gear box for normal conditions. 
Por "kick down" or sudden ecceleration, the hard pressing down of the throttle 
introduces a separate supply of oil to the gear change valves renuiring a 
greater pressure of oil in No.2 system to produce a change of gear. The 
result is that gear changing is delayed thus producing greater acceleration, 
If the throttle is floored in a high ratio, the extra pressure in the gear change 
valves will cause a drop of one or may be two gears. 


A manual override is provided for the selection of second, third and 
fourth gears, Use of the manual override is a skill of which one can be proud. 
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WAGGA WAGGA 


Dare and Janet Watkins 
drove all the way from 
Mildura in their 
Phantom 111 to teke 
part in the Federal 
Rally at Wagga Wagga 


Jim Kelso and 
Alan Rerry 

own this pretty 
twenty of 1923, 


Patrick 
Kane-White won 
the wiggle woggle 
test in his 1923 
20 H.P. which 
goes faster 
backwards than 
forwards. 


q 
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CALANDER OF EVENTS 
1961-1962 


N.S.W. 


August 19th. 


October 7-8th 


Late October 
December lst, 


December 16th 
February 2nd 
Februsry 24-25th 


April 8th 


June 10th 
July 15th 


"Landmarks of Sydney" 

Run followed by dinner 

at the "Coachmen" 

Rowral Trial by Invitation 
of the Alvis Car Club. 
Theetre Evening 

Sunday Tour and visit 

to the "Rotolactor" 

Tea at the "Camden Vale 
Inn" 

Christmas Dinner 

Beach Picnic 

Hunter Valley Run 

Visit to McWilliams Wines 
Vineyards 

Invitation Run Luncheon 
and Concours d'Elegance 


Interstate Rally to Mildura 


Team Event 


Victoria 


Mid August 


Week-end to 
Hepburn Springs 


September 8-llth Run to 


Late September 


Late November 


June 10th 


OFFICE BEARERS 1961-1962 


Federal President 


N.S.W.. 


President 
Vice Presidents 


Treasurer 
Secretary 


Frank Meek 
George Green 
George Sevenoaks 
Anthony Strachan 
David Larking 
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Victoria 
President 
Vice Presidents’ 


Treasurer 
Secretary 


Commemorate 

50th Anniversary 
of London to 
Edinburgh 

Annual Dinner 

at "Beaumaris" 
Hotel" 

Annual Concours 
d'Elegence 
Interstate Really 
to Mildura 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S°A. ) 


Fred Robinson 
Patrick Kane White 
Dr.Leighton West 
K.Dyer 


Jim Cooper 


RALLY TO WAGGA WAGGA - JUNE, 1961 
by Patrick Kane-White 
The annual rally held at Wagga Wagga on the Queen's Rirthday week-end was 
a huge success, and a very happy time was had by all of us. I don't know 
the exact number of club members, their families and friends who were present, 
but I should say that it was well over 100 - which is a very satisfactory 
figure. 


First of all our heartfelt thanks to George Green again, whose help in 
organizing his Wagga friends on our behalf is invaluable, and for the use of 
his skin store as a garage and a general washing and polishing depot. We 
are again much indebted to Bob Coveney who is George's representative in Wagga 
who, as in the previous two annual rallies, worked hard and long for us in 
clearing out the skin store and who, with his friends turned on a magnificent 
three-course barbecue lunch on Sunday. It may even have been four courses 
but I wes too full of food after three to count. 


To Jack Vidler, as judge of the Concours d'Elegance, we acknowledge our 
gratitude, Once more he spent his dey peering at the innerds and exteriors 
of all the cars. This to some of us can be fascinationg, but when one has 
to look at every car and not take too long so that all cars ere included in 
the judicial gaze before the day is over, and then produce a fair and impartial 
judgement, it must be a pretty difficult task. No easy job, this judging - 
and it seems that whenever Jack is rash enough to turn up at a rally he is 
nailed as judge, an office which he fulfils so willingly. It is also good 
to feel that the judge is someone who knows what he is about. Our thanks 
also to Andy Hendry who was Jack's associate in the judging of the Concours 
d'Elegance. 


In spite of what Jim Cooper says we all arrived in time for dinner on 
Saturday - although I will admit some folk were more on time than others. 
Some of us were billetted in Romano's Hotel and the remainder in the Caravella 
Motel. 


Thirty Rolls—Royces were present which is a considerable increase on the 
previous two years when the score was as follows:— 


1959 N.S.W. 4 and Victoria 5 - Total 9 
1960 N.S.W. 9 and Victoira 7 = Total 16, 
Owners and Rolls—Royces are listed below:- 
NEW SOUTH WALES (15) VICTORIA (14) 
George Green 1912 Silver Ghost Owen Bailey Silver Dawn 
John Andrew 1922 Silver Ghost MDPavid Baker 1923 Twenty 
George Green 1921 Silver Ghost Terry & Pam Rruce 1923 Twenty 
Richard Heher Phantom 1 John Carter 1949 Silver Wraith 
George Green 1911 Silver Ghost Norman Carter 25/30 
Leslie Sproule, Sn. Phantom 1 Victor Caulfield 1923 Twenty 
Eric Marshman Phantom 1 Jim Cooper 1914 Silver Ghost 
Tony Strachan & Twenty Ken Dyer 1926 Twenty 
Peter Harwin Rodney Hunt 1920 Silver Ghost 
David Davis Twenty Patrick Kane-White 1923 Twenty 
Leslie Sproule, Jr, 20/25 Jim Kelso 1923 Twenty 
Len Partridge 25/30 Fred Robinson 1912 Silver Ghost 
Jack Dance 25/30 Dr. W.K. Watkins Phantom 111 
George Sevenoaks Silver Wraith Leighton & Nan West 1937 Phantom 111 
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NEW SOUTH WALES (Continued ) SOUTH AUSTRALYA (1) 
John Shepherdson Silver Wraith Len Vigar 20/25 
George Green Silver Dawn 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan from S.A. drove to Wagga with Len Viger, and 
Gharles Wright, also from S.A., flew to Melbourne and drove up with Jack 
Vidler. 


On Saturday evening there was a lot of nattering in the pub, with suitable 
lubrication, some folk went off to a dance or something, and the Federal 
Committee met. 


Early on Sunday morning the skin store was a hive of activity - washing, 
polishing, talking, looking and photographing. At about 10,30 the cars lined 
up in the street outside and then, for the benefit of the Wagga people who 
turned out in surprisingly large numbers, drove in procession through a 
number of Wagga city streets before heading for the Kurrajong Reserve which 
is about four miles away. The crowd was obviously pleased and indicated 
their reactions to erch car with appropriate gestures, noises and cheers, 


On the Reserve, the cars were lined up abreast and the business of the 
day began. A fascinating line-up it was too; representing as it did most 
of the models that Rolls-Royce produced from 1911 onwards, A great variety 
of body styles afforded some interesting comparisons; 


The events, most of which were concurrent, were as followst~ 

Concours d'Elegance. 

Test 1, Starting and driving 10 yards and stopping astride finishing 
line. 

Test 2, Parking. Normal backing into the kerb in a limited space. 

Test 3. Slow-Fast, 25 yards to regulate throttle, etc., 25 yards as 
slow as possible, (Jim Cooper-type-of-thing) then the last 25 
as fast as possible with a flying finish. 

Test 4, Wiggle-Woggle. Forwards round some barrels into garage — out 
going backwards round the same barrels and into another garage 
stern first - then out of that and off to finish astride the 
finishing line. (Great fun this!) 


All the tests were designed as single car events and were not races, 
Marks were awarded on eae time principle and cars with the lowest number of 
seconds to their credit won the events, There were some penalties designed 
to take the smiles from the faces of the tigers and these when incurred added 
a number of secon ds to the car's times. These penalties I hasten to add 
were only too easy to earn, (Modesty prevents me from naming the car that 
made the fastest time in Test No. 1, but 5 seconds penalty spoilt the effect. ) 


The results of the tests are set out later as also are the results of the 
two classes in Concours d'Elegance. 


The tests were organized by Adrian Garrett who, with a team of marshalls 
drawn from non-competitors, did a splendid job throughout the day. Our 
thanks to Peter Jones, Ian Ranks, Don McDonald, Gregor Rusden, David Davis, 
Peter Harwin, Frank Meek and York Marshall who were the mrshalls. All 
competitors were given in advance a printed sheet giving full details of each 
test, which was a great help. 
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FEDERAL RALLY . 
JUN! 


From Adelaide I: 
Sandford-Morgan dri 
20/25 (top right )' 
in northern N.S.W. 
Marshman in their 
by Jackson, Jones | 


The Wagga polic 
RR 700 for double 
some confusion abo 
as both George Sev 
and Terry Bruce's 
number (centre lef 


The best kept o 
the 1923 20 H.P. c 
by Tony Strachan a. 
the past three yea 


If you see car 
watch closely as J 
busy practicing fo 
event in his 1949 


The oldest vehi 
pram which Sandra 
found in Florida 1 
meeting was very m™ 
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AT WAGGA WAGGA 
E, 1961 


en Vigar and Gavin 

pve to Yagga in Len's 
From Bowraville 

‘came Eric and Wilma 

eat 1926 P.1. tourer 

and Collins.(top left) 


e wanted to book 
perking but there was 
ut which car it was 
enoaks Silver Wraith 
20 H.P. had this 

t). 


f the older cars wes 
ompletely restored 

nd Peter Harwin during 
rs (centre right). 


221 parking in town 
ohn Carter will be 

r next year's parking 
Silver Wraith. 


cle at Wagga was this 
and Adrian Garrett } 
ast year. The Wagga | hc 
uch a family outing. 
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Lunch interrupted proceedings for a while; after which the tests continued 
until well into the afternoon. There was a considerable and constant 
movement of Rolls—Royces, both taking part in the tests and just being driven 
by anyone but their owners. This affords a golden opportunity for comparisons 
of performance, handling and riding aualities etc., and it seemed that every-— 
one tried out as many different cars as time permitted. 


¢ Jack Vidler's Bentley was in great demand as members were obviously keen 
on finding out how it compared with a Rolls-Royce. I was one-of the lucky 
drivers of the Bentley, and I find it hard to put into words my feelings 
and reaction s when in control of this magnificent machine, After reading 
what some motor correspondents have had to say about it one expects a lot, and 
all I can cay is that one is not desappointed. The absence of roll in what 
is really a very large car, the surprising (to a Twenty owner) and effortless 
necleration and, above all, the wonderful feeling of being completely in 
control under all circumstances is something that has to be experienced. 
A superb motor car, 


It goes without saying that an enormous amount of talking inside and 
outside bonnets, swopping information, meeting old friends and new people etc. 
etc. went on the whole day.A lot of ground was covered by most of us (meta— 
phorically and literally) and I shouid say that there is not a doubt that it 
was a highly successful day from all points of view. 


A few vehicles deserve special mention, The oldest present was a 
remarkable carriage built beforethe days of differentials, or even 2-wheel 
brakes. Constructed largely of cane or wicker-work, it was an excellently 
sprung, beautifully upholstered sin gle-seater which, ina flash, could be 
converted to a full length bed. A very fetching body design mounted on 
(at a guess) 18 x .75 solid tyre wheels, it was bought in Panama City by 
Adrian and Sandra Garrett, Its sole occupant was Simon Garrett, aged only 
a few months, it is over 100 years old and —---—- yes, you've guessed — it 
was a pram, But —- what a pram} 


George Green's 1911 Silver Ghost two seater recently restored as a 
replica of C.S.Rolls' 70 H.P. Rogue, with a platform at the back on which he 
carried his balloon. An immaculate job of restoration, as one has learned 
to expect from George. 


The winner of the post-1930 class of the Concours d'Elegance was a 
beautiful 1987 25/30 coupe owned by Len Partridge. One of the smallest 
looking Rolis-Royces I have seen and in almost mint condition. 


The winner of the pre-end-of-1930 class of the Concours d'Elegance was a 
1923 Twenty Saloon owned by Tony Strachan and Peter Harwin. A very interesting a 
car that was pertly restored last year and is now completed, It was bought 
as a utility add Tony and Peter transferred an Austin 20 hp. saloon body to 
it and painted it black and caramel. Lots of glass and very high, it is a 
very distinctive car which is a credit to its owners, 


Most of the others deserve a mention here too, but I haven't enough 
space and I have left out our branch's cars for obvious reasons. 


I hear there was an unofficial slow race which was prompted hy Terry 
Bruce and Jim Kelso challenging no less a person then James Cooper. Victor 
Caulfield joined in and it was a sight to see three Rolls—Royces proceeding 
very slowly unsteered. Their drivers were busy pushing a Silver Ghost, 
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trying desperately to make it go a little faster. 


Congratulations to Jim Cooper, Outright winner of the Driving Tests and 
he has a Cup to prove it. 


After dinner on Sunday, just about everybody gathered in a room in the 
hotel, The prize-winners were given their trophies, some of the decisions 
meade at the Federal committee meeting were announced, and we were shown the 
Rolls-Royce film which Jack Vidler brought up for us. Some more films and 
slides were shown and the evening wound up after o natter and a few drinks. 


Outright Winner of the Driving Tests Jim Cooper, 1914 Silver Ghost. 


Best Performances:i— 
Test 1. Starting. 1. D.Watkins Phantom 111. 


2, R.Heher Phantom 1 
Test 2. Parking 1. G,Green Dawn 
2. D.Baker 20 H.P. 
Test 3. Slow-Fast 1. 0.Bailey Dawn 
2. J.Cooper Silver Ghost 
Test 4. Wiggle 1. P.Kane-White 20 H.P. 
Woggle 2. J.Cooper Silver Ghost 
d'Elegance :— 5 
Cine meee 25/30 1, Harwin-Strachan 1923 20 AH.P- 
2. Leighton West Phantom 111 2. Terry Bruce 1925 20 H.P. 
3. Owen Bailey Dawn 3, Fred Robinson 1912 S.G- 


TALE OF A SILVER GHOST 
BY GEORGE SEVENOAKS 


Chassic “o. 2316 
Engine 6 cylinder, 43" bore x 49" stroke 7428cc 


OWNER'S STORY 


This particular chassis was delivered to the original owner, Lord Rhondda 
of Rhondda Valley, England, on the 5th April, 1913, complete with landsulet 
body. Lord Rhondds used the car on official business as Minister for Food 
during World War 1, and then sold it to a Mr. Pudsey—-Dawson in London during 
1928 for £700, 


Mr. Pudsey-Dawson bought the car for the specific purpose of going to 
Australia, via Canada and America. Before leaving England in 1929 he had the 
landaulet body removed and a touring body (taken from a 1923 Rolls Royce 
Silver Ghost) fitted. This touring body cost €2/10/- Stg. It was as stated 
taken from a car of 1923 vintege which had been owned by Prince Alexander of 
Greece, This same Prince Alexander had been bitten by a monkey and died of 
blood poisoning, hence the sale of his car. 


Before leaving England Mr, Pudsey-Dawson made enquiries at Australia House 
regarding the duty on such a vehicle into Australia, and was informed that it 
would be in the vieinity of £60 Aust., and you will hear the result of this 
later. 12 


The car was shipped from Liverpool to New York in 1929 ond from there it 
crossed into Canada and from there to Vancouver with Mr.Pudsey—Dawson and 
his sister as the only passengers. They then drove to Detroit in U.S.A. 
and stayed with Mr.Henry Ford for one month. They then toured through 
America to San Francisco and left there on the "Merkur" for Sydney in July, 
1930, arriving in Sydney in August. 


Now the sad part. CUSTOMS MEN, They say the customs duty on such a 
car will be £600. Mr.Dawson being a determined man said "no dice", and left 
the boat, and to quote his own words went straight to Nock & Kirhbys and bought 
an axe, went back to the boat and smartly chopped the rear of the body off, 
put the axe through the tyres and also the battery, then with the help 
of the crane the rest of the wreck was lifted on to the wharf and the Customs 
men then said £70. The back portion of the body was thrown into the water 
at the wharf, and is probably still there. 


The Dunlop people were then conta€&ted and they went to the wharf and 
fitted new tyres and tubes, and Mr, Dawson drove the car to Dapto sitting on 
a butter box with magneto ignition onlv. Mr. Dawson used the car as pe 
utility on his stud farm till 1947 when he sold it to Mr. Maple Brown of 
Hartley Vale, and from there it went to hir. Nigel Holt of Cowra, a carrier 
who used it to carry bits out to his broken down trucks, then later he sold 
it to his mechanic Mr. Rarry Holmes of Young, and he is the gentleman from 
whom I bought it. 


It was lying in a paddock like a dying duck, and very much lopsided, 
strangely enough it still had the original mascot, speedo and clock, and 
above all the hand book, It was without mufflers and sounded like a 707 
jet at take off. I drove it home with my wife following in 1954 Autometic 
Rolls Royce, I was to set the speed at about 35 miles per hour ({ the speedo 
was not working and I was informed at Cowra that we were on 55 all the way). 


I have now had the car some two and a half years and have finished the 
chassis restoration, andthe cleaning of the engine. I have not even adjusted 
the tappets as yet, but have fitted new plugs only. A new muffler system 
has been made up, and the petrol tank cut open and béaten out, The hand 
brake linings on this and later models are of cast iron, the foot brake is on 
the transmission and is used in emergency only. The wheels have been cut 
down from the originad size of 895 x 135 to 20 inch owing to the lack of tyres, 


The cHassis will shortly be fitted with a body taken from an early 
Cadillac. It is a 7 passenger touring type, made by May Bros. in Sydney 
to the order of the Late Sir Samuel Hordern. 


A FEW SPECIFICATIONS 


CHASSIS Year 1912 
Length 144 inches 
Cost £985. Stg. 
Electrical £655 Stg. extra. 
Equipment C.A.V- 
Gear Box 3 speed 
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Terry Bruce's 1925 20 H.P. Limousine 
(See article over page) 


George Sevenoaks'1912 Silver Ghost Chassis 
under restoration 
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TERRY BRUCE'S 1925 20 H.P. 


Chassis No. GLK 62 
Coachwork Windovers Ltd., London 
Engine 6 cylinder, 3" bore x 44" stroke 3.126 litres 


STORY BY FRED ROBINSON 


With two wheel brakes, three speed gear box and centre floor change, this 
could well be an early model but a letter from R.R.Ltd. shows that it is a 
1925 model. This series was apparently still in production one year after 
the earliest 4 WB cars were made, The insurance policy lists that the cost 
price was £2,400 and delivery date July 1925, the first owner being Miss 
Simmons of Toorak. 


The body is a limousine by Windovers Ltd. of London with aluminium panels 
and aluminium covered roof extending to the windscreen, The driver's compart- 
ment upholstered in black leather is open to the elements, except for the roof 
which is lined inside with mahogany. The rear compartment has a sliding glass 
partition and is upholstered in grey cord. Inwards facing occasional seats 
bring the total seating canavity to seven, but unless three passengers are 
children there would only be comfort for four. Mahogany fittings on each side 
of the rear seat hold an eight day clock, silver topped scent bottles, leather 
covered morrors, purse and note book, the latter trimmed with gold leaf and 
still unused. 


Research into catalogues and dictionaries shows that the body is in fact 
a limousine. The coach builders shortly after 1925 took mercy on the drivers 
and provided wind up windows. 


Wonderful to relate, there are two log books covering the whole history 
of the car. The first book is a petty cash, petrol and mileage record 
maintained by Miss Simmons' Chauffeur from mileage 0 in August 1925 to 41,130 
in November 1940 when the car was put on blocks until 1954, The m.p.g. was 
carefully calculated year by year and varied from 16 in 1925 to 17.7 in 1929 
and down to 14.4 in 1939, The fifteen year total of 2571 gallons gives an 
average of 15,6 m.p.g. for what was mostly suburban running and city shopping 
trips — remember those leisurely days when you could usually find a parking 
spot outside Myer'’s or David Jones? 


Shell petrol was purchased in cases containing 2 x 4 gallon tins, 80 
gallons per delivery as was the custom in those days when the company was 
known as British Imperial Oil Co.Ltd. Price's Motorine B engine oil was 
delivered in 4 gallon drums until 1930 when both cars changed to Castrol XL, 


In 1954 my old friend Sam Fulton, whose showroom on St.Kilda Junction 
then sold the better class of vintage and P.V.T. machinery, persvaded Miss 
Simmons to sell GLK 62 which had been periodically inspected, maintained and 
started once per week since 1940, Ne told me about the car at the time, and 
how after checking petrol, oil and water it hed sterted on the first attempt. 
He advertised it and Cempbell Wughston hurried down from the snows of Mt. Bogong 


Campbell, who is a member of the Club, used the car for every day 
transport until he sold it in February 196] at mileage 72,500, Tis logbook 
records oil change and grease every 1,000 miles, engine overhaul by Kellows 
at 47,800 including new rings followed by new bearings in wheels, gearbox 
and generator and also new brake linings. The paintwork is still original 
and in excellent condition, except on the bonnet where it is wearing thin 
and on the rear mudguards which require the full treatment, 
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BOOK REVIEW by David Davis 
CARS OF THE CONNOISSEUR by J.R. Buckley 
Published by Batsford 1960 @ 44/9, 


The first attraction of this book, which is part of a recent flood of 
motor books, is the artistry in presentation. The dust cover and the photo- 
graphs generally are thoughtfully presented with attractive settings throughout. 
The crowning schievement in this respect is a shot of a P.l. with a boat tail 
roadster body by Barker, taken from an upstairs window. The photographs 
are finished off with apvropriate cuotations ranging from Spencer to the Old 
Testament. This form of treatment in a motor book, where photographs are of 
prime importance, is new and refreshing. 


The matter in the book is set out as a collection of essays, each chapter 
being a complete entity and telling the story of a particular make of car. 
I think the author has carried this form of presentation to an extreme hecause 
he often reiterates information given in other chapters, but I think, this 
treatment, as separate essays, is preferable to the other alternative, which is 
a narrative or excusion through the annels of motoring as per "Kings of the 
Road" in which the author had to resort to racy journalism in order to maintain 
interest, 


Mr.Buckley is obviously a very keen Rolls Roycer with a heavy leaning to 
the rare, so he tells us, Continental Phantom 11, of which he says the numbers 
are increasing every year, over and above the 320 genuine Continentals made, 
He is unstinting in his praise and regard for the Firm but one gathers that 
the zenith of the Company's production is his beloved P.11 Continental. The 
chapter on Rolls Royce is thorough and brings much new informations to me at 
any rate, of the early history and policies of the Firm, without repeating 
the usual magazine guff we read so often. 


Hispano-Suiza receives a treatment second only to Rolls Royce and besides 
giving an opinion on the virtues of the various models, he considers a suggestion 
which has always interested me, has the Rolls Royce always been the hest car 
in the world. Again, interesting tit bits make this section of the hook very 
readable. Interest in Mercedes Benz is held with s narrative of that Company's 
life under the "Austrian Corporal". 


Bentley and Invicte are treated quizzically regarding their financial 
failure but justly on their respective merits. The former is stressed as a 
touring car subjected successfully to racing conditions and the latter as an 
idealist's successful attempt to build a Rolls Royce to suit the sporting 
market and his later abandon of this ideal leading to financial crisis. 


Succeeding chapters lead through other well knorn makes from Bugatti, as 
seen by a Rolls Royce enthusiast, to Alfa Romeo where the stvle of writing 
is more straight "information giving," as opposed to the thought provoking 
ideas and opinions of the earlier chapters. Perheps the writer is not so 
interested in these makes or has not had as much experience with them, as with 
the subjects of the earlier essays. The book finishes up with a sectiom 
celled Americans *vhich considers the classic cars of the United States and 
serves well to point out the cuality and beauty built into some American cars, 
This section of the book will do much to cause a re-evaluation of our ideas 
on American cars of the vintage era. 


SCALE DRAWING OF A LONDON TO EDINBURGH TOURER 
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In conclusion, this book is a work of art. It fulfils its several ohjects 
well, in recapturing the atmosphere of bygone deys, providing entertainment 
and information, Technical information concerning the various makes, their 
types and models is presented in handy tabloid form, A buyer using this hook 
could know exactly what type of a particular make of car would best suit him, 
rather than huying the make of his choice indiscriminatley. The hook is of 
particular interest to Rolls Royce owners as it is written hy a fellow enthusiast 
who sees other makes as a Rolls Royce owner would see them and does not belittle 
but rather shows them in their true perspective as a result, Personally, I 
hope this author follows this book with a second volume covering a few of the 
cars we know well out here, such as Alvis and Vauxhall. 


Br. P-I 76TC owned by Mr. Stanley E. Sears, England. 
Mr. C. W. Gasque, London, a Louis XIV connoisseur, 
commissioned it for his wife. The ‘‘Pettit Point’’ 
needlework took nine months at Aubusson, France. A 
French artist painted the ceiling and door panels. In- 
ternal brightwork is gilded, external brightwork is 
silver plated. Photos by Thomas Photos, Oxford. 
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George Green's replica of Charles Rolls 
ballooning car, in its final form, 


These two body styles make an interesting 
contrast, both on the versatile Silver 
Ghost chassis, the lower one being the 
more usual type of body of the peried, 
the upper one built for its special 
purpose — ballooning 


lance O'Neill's 1913 Tourer 
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